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Air Travel:  Is It Right for You? 
 
Are you interested in taking a vacation?  If you are, you may be required to fly.  There are 
many popular vacation destinations, such as Hawaii, Europe, and the Caribbean, that cannot 
be reached any other way.  With that in mind, if you are looking to vacation within in the 
United States you may have more options.  For that reason, you may want to first decide if 
traveling by airplane is really right for you. 
 
When it comes to determining if air travel is really right for you, for your next trip, you will 
first want to look at your destination.  Just because you do not have any oceans to cross, it 
does not mean that you don’t need to fly.  For example, if you are looking to travel from New 
York to California, it may be within your best interest to fly.  This is particularly true if you 
are limited on the amount of vacation time that you have available from your work.   
 
Your budget is another factor that you will want to take into consideration, when trying to 
determine if air travel is right for you.  For example, there are many other cheaper alternatives 
for those who must travel a short to medium distance.  For example, if you will be traveling 
from Texas to Nevada, you may be able to buy tickets for a bus or train.  There are many 
different options when you look for them.  For many individuals, riding a bus or a train is a 
much more affordable option.  Perhaps, the only downside to this approach is the time that 
you will spend on the road.  For many, it would just be convenient to drive their own car. 
 
Speaking of driving your own car, if you are looking to avoid flying, you will want to 
examine your alternative option of driving yourself.  As previously stated, keep your location 
and distance in mind.  Also, it is important to take the cost of your trip into consideration.  
Many of us automatically think of gasoline and the cost of it, but it is also important to take 
the cost of vehicle wear and tear into consideration.  For that reason, many end up renting a 
car for their trip.  However, it is important to return back to traveling by air.  For long distance 
trips, the cost of renting a car can be the same, if not more than hopping on a flight that only 
lasts a few hours 
 
What does all of this mean for you?  It does mean that you will likely be better off traveling 
by airplane if you are looking to travel in the United States.  With that said, there are some 
exceptions to this rule.  For example, you should never fly if you can drive to your destination 
in an hour or two, as doing so can be considered a waste of money.  Also, if you are a motor 
home owner or if you can find an affordable rental nearby, you may want to drive to your 
destination instead, as doing so can sometimes be better than flying. 
 
For the most part, the only individuals who should have trouble flying are those who suffer 
from claustrophobia or a fear of flying, even flying is safe.  Individuals with other disabilities, 
including the need of an oxygen tank or those who are wheel chair bound, can still fly to their 
destination, as many airlines will go out of their way to provide needed accommodations and 
services. 
 
 
Important Air Travel Tips 
 
Are you preparing for a trip that requires air travel?  If you are, you may want to take the time 
to familiarize yourself with a few helpful tips.  Some of these tips are outlined below for you 
and, when properly implemented, they may be able to save you both time and money. 
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Before leaving for the airport, as well as before packing your bags, be sure to familiarize 
yourself with airport security rules and restrictions.  If you keep a close eye on the news, you 
may already know most of the rules, but you may still want to visit the online website for the 
TSA before leaving.  This will result in you making it through airport security a lot quicker.  
Also, when you pack your bags based on existing rules, you are less likely to have to throw 
away any prohibited items, which can cost you money. 
 
When packing your bags, be sure to pack with care.  This is extremely important with your 
checked baggage.  If you will have liquids in your checked bags, like shampoo or lotion, be 
sure to wrap them in a plastic grocery bag.  This will be a lifesaver if anything spills or breaks 
open.  If packing items these items in a carry-on bag, make sure that you are following all 
rules.  For example, only small travel sizes are allowed and you are required to keep them 
separated in a plastic ziplock bag. 
 
In keeping with packing your bags, be sure to keep anything of great value or importance in 
your carry-on bag.  Laptops, digital cameras, and camcorders should not go into checked 
luggage, as the chances of damage are quite high.  You never want to be separated from 
something that is valuable.  Be sure to keep your carry-on bag with you at all times, never 
leave your bag unattended at the airport. 
 
Speaking of the airport, be sure to arrive early for your flight.  Generally speaking, you are 
asked to arrive about an hour and half to two hours before your flight is set to depart; 
however, you may want to do a little bit of research first.  Most airports will outline on their 
websites how early you should arrive.  Those larger in size may recommend arriving two 
hours or more early.  It never hurts to be early for your flight, even too early.  Always 
remember that you never know with wait times, especially where airport security is involved.  
Always arrive earlier than normal on weekends or holidays, as they are usually busy travel 
times. 
 
Buy all snacks that you may want or need to eat ahead of time, not at the airport.  As for 
drinks, you will want to buy them at the airport though.  Unless a drink is for a child, chances 
are it will not make it past airport security checkpoints, but dry snacks will.  Buying dry 
snacks and candy ahead of time can prevent you from having to pay outrageous prices at the 
airport.  If your flight leaves during breakfast, lunch, or dinner time, try to eat a full meal 
before you arrive at the airport, as this can also save you a considerable amount of money. 
 
When buying your airport tickets, be sure to give yourself enough time at layovers.  Generally 
speaking, fifteen to twenty minutes or less isn’t a good idea.  Most flights can average a ten 
minute delay.  Yes, if you miss a connecting flight, you will be provided with other 
arrangements, but these alternative arrangements can through a wrench in the rest of your 
travel plans. 
 
If you will be traveling with young children, you will want to arrive at the airport even earlier.  
This will give you the opportunity to teach your child about the airport security screening 
process or even watch others go through, so that your child will not be scared.  For children 
just learning how to walk, strollers are a good idea, as they allow you to quickly move around 
airports, especially during short layovers. 
 
 
Factors to Consider When Making Air Travel Arrangements 
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Are you interested in taking a trip in the near future?  If you are, will you need to fly to get to 
your intended destination?  If you will, you will want to make your travel arrangements soon, 
namely your airline reservations.    
 
When it comes to booking a flight on an airplane, it is important to remember that you do 
have a number of options to choose from.  That is why it is not only important to familiarize 
yourself with these options, but also to take a close look at your own personal wants and 
needs.  For that reason, there are a number of important factors that you will want to take into 
consideration, when looking to book a flight for your next trip 
 
As previously stated, you have a number of different options when looking to make airline 
reservations.  This is an important factor to remember and to take into consideration.  No 
matter how large or small the airport is that you are arriving to and departing from, you 
should have some options.  For example, most airports have at least two airlines or more that 
provide service to their area.  That is why you are encouraged to examine flights from 
different airlines, read reviews, as well as compare prices. 
 
In keeping with your options, it is also important to remember that most airlines have flights 
coming in and out of airports at all different times.  For example, if you are flying from New 
York to Atlanta, you should have, at least four or five, different flights to choose from 
throughout one single day.  When choosing a flight for you to book a seat on, examine times 
that are convenient for you.  Also, keep in mind busy travel times.  Early in the morning, 
airports are likely to be busy and flights are likely to be full, due to business travelers. 
 
Your seating arrangements are another factor that should be taken into consideration, when 
looking to book a flight for your next trip.  When making your reservations early, you will 
have more freedom to choose the best seat.  Almost all airlines do give you the freedom to 
handpick your seat.  If you have a family and you all want to sit together, make sure you 
choose a flight where you are able to do so.  Do not assume that an airline attendant will be 
able to fix your seats for you later on.  If a flight is too full to give you your hopeful seating 
arrangements, examine other flights at an earlier or later time. 
 
Cost is another factor that should be examined, when looking to make air travel arrangements.  
You should always compare prices.  Never pay more than you have to.  In all honesty, why 
would you want?  It is also important to mention that any money saved on the cost of tickets 
can be used to better your vacation, like by having extra money for entertainment or 
souvenirs.  Online travel websites are a great way to quickly compare flights, airlines, and 
their prices. 
 
Layovers are another important factor that should be taken into consideration, when looking 
to book a flight for your next trip.  Make sure that your layovers are long, but not too long.  
You will want to make sure that you have enough time to get off your current flight and make 
it to the boarding gate of your connecting flight.  If not, the rest of your travel plans, including 
any other layovers and flights that you may have, may be messed up.  As for making sure that 
your layovers aren’t too long, doing so is likely to reduce the amount of money you spend at 
an airport. 
 
The above mentioned factors are just a few of the many that you will want to take into 
consideration, when looking to book a flight.  Perhaps, the greatest point to remember is that 
you always do have options with flight dates, times, and costs. 
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Your Booking Options 
 
Are you looking to take a trip or a vacation that will require you to fly?  If you are, you will 
need to make your airline reservations soon.  When doing so, you will find that you have a 
number of different options.  A few of your options, as well as the pros and cons to each, are 
highlighted below. 
 
One of the easiest ways to book travel arrangements, including airline reservations is to use 
the internet. When using the internet, many turn to online travel websites.  In fact, online 
travel websites have increased in popularity over the years.  When using an online travel 
website to book your airline reservations, you need to enter in the number of travelers, your 
intended dates of travel, where you will be leaving from, and your destination.  You will then 
be provided with a list of flights that meet your needs.  All of these flights, which often 
include different airlines, should be compared. 
 
As previously stated, online travel websites are easy to use.  That is just one of the reasons 
why they are so popular.  Even inexperienced internet users can buy airline tickets from a 
travel website with ease.  As for the downside to using an online travel website, many charge 
you a small fee for using their services; however, this fee, if it is charged, is often added right 
into the quoted airfare rate. 
 
In keeping with the internet, you can also book your airline reservations online, but directly 
through an airline.  When doing so, you will need to visit the online website of an airline that 
you know services your departure and arrival locations.  These websites can easily be found 
with a standard internet search.  Next, you will need to enter in your intended dates of travel, 
your starting point, and your destination.  This is similar to what you need to do to use online 
travel websites. 
 
As for the pros or plus sides to making your airline reservations online, but directly through 
an airline company, there are a number of them.  The internet makes planning a trip and 
buying airline tickets easy and convenient.  There are many others who take comfort in 
knowing that they are buying their tickets directly from the source.  As for the downsides to 
buying your next set of airline tickets this way, you will find that it can be difficult to compare 
prices.  In fact, if you want to compare the prices of different airlines, you will need to visit 
multiple websites to do so. 
 
Another one of your options, when looking to buy airline tickets, involves doing so over the 
phone.  Most airlines will allow you to make over the phone reservations.  Once you have the 
phone number needed to place your reservations, it is relatively easy to do.  This option is 
ideal for those who are concerned with internet security, like individuals who have computers 
not protected by anti-virus software.  Truthfully, the only downside to this method of booking 
is the time that you may have to spend on the phone; it can be quite long. 
 
As outlined above, you have a number of different options, when looking to buy tickets for 
your next trip or vacation.  Regardless of which approach you take, you will likely need to 
have a credit card or a debit card that can be processed as a credit card. 
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The Importance of Booking Your Flight Early 
 
Are you interested in taking a trip or a vacation?  If you are, will you be required to fly?  If so, 
you will want to make your travel arrangements, namely your airline reservations, as soon as 
possible. Generally speaking, the earlier you can do so, the better.  This is important, as there 
are a number of benefits to booking your flights early. 
 
Perhaps, the greatest benefit of booking your airline reservations early is the comfort and 
peace of mind that you will get out of doing so.  It is no secret that traveling, especially by air 
can be stressful.  By having your plans made well before your trip, you are less likely to be 
nervous about your travels.  There is no having to worry about later seeing an increase in 
travel costs or full flights. 
 
Making your airline reservations early and well in advance of your trip also gives you the 
opportunity to accurately compare prices and airlines. This a great way to find the best deals.  
In fact, you should never make airline reservations without first checking and comparing 
prices.  When booking a flight, it is important to remember that you will have choices and 
most of your choices will come with different price tags. 
 
Speaking of which, that leads to another benefit of making your airline reservations well in 
advance of your trip.  You typically receive better deals when making your travel plans early.  
With that said, if you later check flight prices, after already purchasing your tickets, and 
notice a decrease in prices, be sure to contact the airline in question.  When asked, they may 
refund you any price differences. 
 
Making your travel plans early and well in advance of your trip can also give you the 
opportunity to make other travel plans, especially those that are associated with your airline 
reservations.  For example, do you need to have someone pick you up from the airport?  If so, 
you will want to give them enough notice, which, in turn, should give them enough time to 
make arrangements.  If you must drive yourself to the airport, take the time to examine all of 
your parking options, as well as costs. 
 
Also, when making your travel arrangements early and well before your trip, you are likely to 
have more flight choices to choose from.  This is an important fact that many travelers do not 
take into consideration.  You will want to remember that most airports have multiple flights 
going to your destination.  In fact, in addition to multiple times a day, there are also likely to 
be different airlines offering flights as well.  This is ideal for travelers who are picky or 
limited with their travel times. 
 
In keeping with your options, making your airline reservations well in advance of your trip 
will also give you better seats to choose from.  Most airlines will allow you to handpick your 
own seat, so you will want to get started early.  This is especially important if you want 
something in particular, as such as a window seat or an aisle seat.  Also, it is important to 
make your flight reservations early if you are traveling with children or if your larger family 
all wants to sit together. 
 
As previously stated, making your flight arrangements early can allow you to make other 
travel arrangements, like having someone pick you up from the airport.  Also, you will find 
that early flight reservations give you the opportunity to focus on other parts of your vacation, 
like the activities you can enjoy or the attractions that you want to visit. 
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As outlined above, there are a number of benefits to booking your travel arrangements, 
namely your airline reservations, well in advance of your trip.  As a recap, doing so often 
provides you with comfort and peace of mind.  Additional benefits include the ability to 
accurately price compare, getting the best seats, as well as having more options in terms of 
your departure and arrival times. 
 
 
Cheap Air Travel Rates:  Do They Exist? 
 
Are you in the process of planning a trip?  If you are, you may be concerned with the cost of 
doing so, especially if your trip requires flying.  Whether you are traveling a long distance, 
like to another country, or if you are flying with a large family, you may be concerned with 
costs.  Of course, it is normal to be worried about the cost of flying, but you should take a 
little bit of comfort in knowing that there is such a thing as cheap airfare rates. 
 
When it comes to cheap airfare rates, one of the most commonly asked questions involves 
finding them.  There are many individuals who are unsure as to how they can go about finding 
cheap airfare rates.  What many do not realize is that doing so is often much easier than 
originally though.  Outlined below are just a few of the many ways that you can go about 
finding cheap airline reservations. 
 
Before focusing on a few of the many ways that you can go about finding cheap airline 
tickets, it is important to know what to look for.  This can sometimes be difficult, as we all 
often have different views as to what is cheap and what is not.  With that being said, there are 
some signs that you will want to watch for when looking to find cheap and affordable air 
travel rates. 
 
One of the best ways to go about finding cheap air travel rates is to know what all of your 
options are.  When you know where to look, you are more likely to see success.  Online, you 
will find a large number of online travel websites.  These are websites that not only offer 
airline reservations, but hotel accommodations, and car rentals as well.  Online travel 
websites, themselves, come in a number of different formats.  For example, there are the 
larger, known sites that operate on international levels, and then there are smaller travel 
websites that tend to focus on a specific area, such as California. 
 
What is nice about using online travel websites to find cheap airfare rates is that it is easy to 
do.  Typically, all you need to do is key in your intended dates of travel, your starting point, 
and your destination.  You will then be provided with information on a number of flights, 
often from a number of different airlines.  This information should be quoted with a price.  In 
addition to offering everyday low prices, many online travel websites also have great daily 
deals or specials on specific flights, such as a flight from New York to Las Vegas.   
 
Although online travel websites are a great way to find cheap travel rates, you will want to 
checkout the airlines themselves.  All airlines have online websites.  Many will regularly offer 
deals and discounts on many of their flights.  These deals and discounts are likely to change 
often, so if you see something that catches your eye, you may want to snatch up the deal real 
quick before it is gone. 
 
By taking the two above mentioned approaches, you are sure to come across cheap airfare 
rates.  Even if you can’t come across any amazing deals or discounts, you can still price 
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compare airlines and specific flights to at least prevent yourself from paying more for your 
airline tickets than you need to. 
 
 
How to Find Cheap Air Travel Rates 
 
Are you in the process of planning a trip?  Whether you are flying to Hawaii, Europe, or 
another destination that calls for air travel, you may be looking for information how you can 
save money.  Better yet, you may be looking for cheap air travel rates.   
 
The first step in finding cheap air ravel rates is to know that they do exist.  Unfortunately, 
many individuals do not know or even truly believe that there are ways that they can save 
money on the cost of traveling by air, but you can.  Depending on where you look, you may 
be able to save one hundred dollars or more on just one trip! 
 
As for how you can go about finding cheap air travel rates, you will want to turn to the 
internet.  When using the internet, you will find that there are a number of different 
approaches that you can take to find cheap airline tickets.  First, you will want to start with 
online travel websites.  Many allow you to compare flights with different airlines.  You are 
also often able to compare flights with one airline, but with a flexible time or date window.  
This approach is one that you will want to examine.  Many travelers do not realize that the 
same flight can cost more money on a Saturday than it would on a Wednesday and so forth. 
 
In keeping with using online travel websites to help you find cheap air travel rates, you will 
want to visit a number of them.  If you don’t already know of a number of online travel 
websites, you can easily find a few by performing a standard internet search.  Examining 
multiple online travel websites and their rates is important, as they will likely vary.  For 
example, many online travel websites charge you a fee for using their services.  This fee is 
typically included in the price that you are quoted, but since different travel websites charge 
different fees, you will find some price differences. 
 
Another great way that you can go about finding cheap air travel rates, while still using the 
internet, is by examining popular airlines individually and independently. This can be time 
consuming, but still worth it if you are able to find a great deal.  First, examine airlines that 
provide flights from your starting point to your destination.  Then, compare prices.  
Remember that being flexible, in your destination and travel dates and time can result in you 
saving money. 
 
When comparing prices, either for airlines individually or with online travel websites, be sure 
to write down all quote rates.  Other information that you will want to write down includes the 
airline, date, time, and the name of the online travel website the deal is being offered on.  This 
will allow you to easily compare to find the cheapest air travel rates, without making any 
errors. 
 
If you find a good deal, try to buy your tickets right then and there.  It is important to 
remember that prices can change and at the drop of a hat.  Also, airlines that are offering great 
deals on flights may have their seats fill up quickly.  That is why you will want to act fast if 
you see a great moneysaving air travel rate. 
 
As an added tip, if you will be traveling with young children, namely those who are two or 
younger, you may be able to receive a small, but helpful, discount.  Children under two have 
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the option of sitting on the lap of an adult, but many airlines will offer discounts to help fill up 
all seats.  To see if an airline will offer you a discount for traveling with a child under the age 
of two, contact them directly.  If you are given a small discount, be prepared to buy your 
tickets then and over the phone. 
 
The above mentioned ways are just a few of the many ways that you can go about finding 
cheap air travel rates.  As a recap, comparing airlines, travel websites, and flight dates and 
times is likely to result in you finding the best deals.   
 
The World-Traveler-Club Flight Deal Finder ist he best way to find online the best flight 
deals and the cheapest air  fares.  
 
 
The Importance of Comparing Airfare 
 
Do you need to book a flight?  If you are looking to take a vacation, you may be. When it 
comes to doing so, you will find that you have an unlimited number of options.  There are 
thousands of airports across the country, as well as multiple airlines that service those 
airports.  Since you will likely have a number of different options, you are encouraged to 
compare prices before making any official reservations. 
 
As nice as it is to hear that you should compare airfare rates before making your travel 
arrangements, you may be wondering why you should.  For starters, you will get more travel 
options.  When comparing flights and airlines, in general, you are likely to come across flights 
that you may not have otherwise seen or known about.  In addition to getting a better deal, 
you may also find flights available with a different airline that has more convenient times and 
less layovers.   
 
Another reason why you should compare prices when looking to buy airline tickets is because 
you can save money.  What many people, especially first time travelers, do not take into 
consideration is price differences.  Although you will find some similarities, different airlines 
charge different fees.  That is why it is important to price compare.  While the amounts of 
money that you may be able to save will vary, any savings, even just ten dollars, is enough for 
many. 
 
Another important point that many travelers do not think of, when examining the importance 
of comparing prices, is the money that can be put towards travel.  When you spend less 
money on your travel arrangements, such as your airline tickets, you have more money that 
you can put towards your vacation.  Depending on the amount of money that you are able to 
save, you can enjoy a nice meal, add an extra activity to your to do list, upgrade your 
overnight accommodations, and much more.  This is always an important factor to take into 
consideration, as saving money on your airline tickets can enable you to better your trip. 
 
As nice as it is to know that you should compare airfare before buying your airline tickets, 
you may be curious as to how you can go about doing so.  One of your first stops should be an 
online travel website.  Online travel websites are nice because they let you compare flights 
from different airlines, all at the same time.  With that said, not all online travel websites are 
the same; therefore, you may even want to compare travel websites and the rates that they 
offer.  What is nice about using online travel websites to compare airfare rates is that you can 
also pay for your tickets through them as well. 
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As nice as online travel websites are, you may be looking to go straight to the source.  When 
doing so, you will want to visit the online websites of airline companies.  If you have to fly 
out of a specific area, like Albany, New York, you will want to visit the online websites of 
airlines that you know fly in and out of that airport.  Then, you will want to compare prices.  
This process of comparing prices will take a little bit longer than using online travel websites, 
but many take comfort in knowing that they are doing business directly with the airline 
company. 
 
 
Online Travel Websites:  Can They Really Save You Money? 
 
Are you interested in taking a trip or a vacation soon?  If you are, you may be looking for 
ways to save money.  When it comes to finding great travel deals and discounts, many 
individuals are told to visit online travel websites.  With that said, many are still left 
wondering if online travel websites can really save them money. 
 
When it comes to determining if online travel websites can save you money, there are a 
number of important points to keep in mind.  Generally speaking, yes, online travel websites 
can save you money, but you need to proceed with caution.  If you are not careful, online 
travel websites can actually end up costing you more money in travel costs, like with airline 
reservations. 
 
The best way to find affordable airline reservations and other travel arrangements is to know 
what you are getting.  This is important to the overall success and satisfaction of your trip.  
For many individuals, online travel websites can be tricky to use, especially with a number of 
rules, restrictions, and exceptions.  When you buy a ticket on an online travel website, make 
sure it is for an actual set of tickets; do not purchase any standby tickets, as you may not be 
able to fit onto the flight in question. 
 
In keeping with knowing what you are getting, it is important to thoroughly examine any 
airfare quotes that you may receive through an online travel website.  What many do not 
realize is that most online travel websites charge consumers a fee for using their services.  
This fee is often hard to notice, as it is typically included in with the quoted airfare rate, but 
that does not mean that it will not exist.  Keep an eye on online travel websites and the fees 
that they charge, as they should be reasonable, but not too high. 
 
In staying with costs, you will want to compare prices, when looking to buy airline tickets on 
an online travel website.  What you will want to do is examine similar flights on different 
online travel websites.  Since most travel websites charge different fees, you will likely see 
some differences, but be cautious of any huge price gaps.  Significant gaps in quoted prices 
are a good sign that you are being overcharged or at least over quoted. 
 
In addition to buying airline tickets through an online travel website, you may be interested in 
booking a stay at a hotel or booking a reservation for a car rental.  When doing so, you will 
likely end up buying a vacation package.  Vacation packages are nice, but they are designed 
so it is easy for consumers to overpay or at least walk away without getting a good deal.  
When you are quoted a price for a vacation package, the name of the hotel in question should 
disclosed.  Quickly visit the website for that hotel and perform your own private quote.  Do 
the rates match?  Are you getting a good deal or not? 
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In conclusion, online travel websites are a nice way to make travel arrangements, especially 
where airfare is considered.  If you are careful and watch every step that you make, you can 
use online travel websites as a quick, easy, and convenient way to book your travel 
arrangements, including your airline reservations, while saving money at the same time.   
 
 
Tips for Last Minute Air Travelers 
 
Have you recently decided that you would like to take a last minute trip?  Whether you are 
interested in visiting Hawaii, California’s wine country, or another popular vacation 
destination in the United States, you will want to get started with your planning right away.  
With last minute trips, you have the same number of travel arrangements to make, but in a 
much shorter period of time. 
 
Speaking of making your travel arrangements, you will want to go with an airline that is 
known for its affordable rates.  You may also want to choose an airline that you have traveled 
with before, as this often results in less surprises.  If this is your first time traveling by air, you 
may want to quickly ask your friends or family members for airline recommendations or even 
warnings.   
 
In keeping with reservations, if you don’t have time to examine all of the airlines individually 
and their rates, you may want to turn to online travel websites.  When doing so, go to the 
bigger name sites, as they are typically more reliable.  Online travel websites allow you to 
search for flights with flexible timeframe windows.  You should also receive quotes from a 
number of different airlines.  For last minute travelers, online travel websites are one of the 
best ways to get the best deals in the quickest amount of time. 
  
It is also important to remember not to overpay.  Unfortunately, this is something that many 
last minute travelers end up doing.  If you are flying out for an emergency, like to see a sick 
loved one, you may want to make your travel arrangement right away and at any cost.  
However, if you are simply just looking to take a last minute vacation or a quick weekend 
trip, be sure to price compare.  As previously stated, online travel websites are an easy way to 
do so.  They can allow you to compare the rates and flight times of multiple airlines, all in a 
few minutes worth of time.  For that reason, you should never have to pay more than you need 
to, even at the last minute. 
 
Once you have your travel arrangements made, you will want to quickly create a checklist for 
yourself.  This is important, as many last minute travel plans are rushed, including packing.  
As soon as you have five or ten minutes free, sit down and create a checklist for yourself.  Do 
you need to bring your digital camera or laptop computer?  How many changes of clothes do 
you need?  Be sure to check each item off of your checklist as you later pack it.  This will 
help to prevent errors and confusion. 
 
It is also important to take the time to familiarize yourself with airport security rules and 
restrictions.  When rushing to plan a last minute trip and pack, you are more likely to make 
mistakes.  You can visit the TSA’s online website to get a quick summary of air travel rules 
and restrictions.  You can also use your best judgment as well.  For example, you know your 
shoes will be removed, so wear comfortable and easy to remove shoes.  Also, leave all sharp 
objects at home or at least pack them in your checked luggage, as opposed to in a carry-on 
bag. 
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As for arriving for your flight, all last minute travelers are urged to think like everyday 
travelers.  Just because you made your travel plans at the last minute, it doesn’t mean that you 
should arrive at the airport at the last minute.  Generally speaking, you will want to arrive 
about an hour and half before your flight is scheduled to leave; however, it all depend on your 
departing airport.  Larger airports sometimes recommend arriving three hours in advance. 
 
The above mentioned tips may be able to assist you when looking to plan a last minute 
vacation or a last minute weekend trip.  By taking the time to at least know what you are 
doing, your trip can go off without a hitch; in fact, it can appear as if it is a trip that you have 
been planning for months! 
 
 
 
Air Travel Tips for Families 
 
Are you interested in taking a family vacation soon?  If you are, you may be looking for some 
guidance, especially if you and your family will be required to travel by airplane.  As stressful 
as it can sometimes be planning a trip and flying with a family, especially one that is large in 
size, there are a number of steps that can be taken to ensure that everyone has a fun and 
pleasant time. 
 
One of the first things that you will want to do, when looking to plan a family vacation, is to 
make your airline reservations early. You will likely be better off when doing so, for a 
number of different reasons.  Perhaps, the greatest reason is the comfort and peace of mind 
that you may get from knowing that all of your travel arrangements are made and out of the 
way. 
 
As for packing for your flight, you will want to make sure that your children’s bag are packed 
and properly.  Not only will you want to make sure that they have all needed supplies for your 
vacation, but you will also want to make sure that they have items for the airplane ride as 
well. Each person gets to have one carry-on bag.  You will want to make sure that each of 
your kids have one. 
 
Speaking of carry-on bags for your children, be sure to fill them will fun activities for the 
plane ride.  What you will choose will all depend on your child’s age.  For example, younger 
children may benefit from books and a few small toys.  For older children, portable DVD 
players, handheld video games, toys, and magazines are a great idea. 
 
You will also want to make sure that you have extra snacks on hand and in your carry-on 
bags.  This is important, as you don’t want to have to spend too much money at the airport.  It 
can get costly to feed a whole family, even just with snacks.  For that same reason, try to have 
everyone eat a full meal before you leave for the airport.  This step combined with snacks can 
help to reduce hunger, possibly resulting in shared meals during airport layovers, which can 
also help you save money. 
 
As for drinks, do not bring any with you to the airport, unless you have a newborn or an 
infant.  If you have a baby, bring one prepared bottle of formula, but make sure to have some 
dry formula powder with you to prepare during a layover.  Drinks, with the exception of 
drinks for kids, are not allowed past airport security checkpoints and they will have to be 
thrown away.  When buying drinks at an airport store, past security, look for items that are 
reasonably priced or see if some family members, like you and your spouse, can share a drink. 
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As for when you arrive at the airport, be sure to stay together.  Also, be sure to set ground 
rules with your children.  These rules should include sticking together, not speaking to 
strangers, and so forth.  In fact, you will want to help each other out.  For example, if you 
have an older child, like a teenager, let them help you with finding the right gate, carrying 
bags, or keeping any younger children occupied.  Your trip will likely be much less stressful 
when everyone works together. 
 
 
Air Travel Tips for Parents of Young Children 
 
Are you the parent of an infant, toddler, or preschooler?  If you are, are you also in the 
process of planning a trip that requires air travel?  If you are, you may be dreading your 
upcoming flight.  After all, complications are all that many parents can think of.  With that 
said, there are a number of ways that you can make flying with your young children not only 
easy, but fun as well. 
 
For children under two years of age, you will first want to examine the pros and cons of 
getting them their own seat.  Many airlines allow children under two to sit on the lap of an 
adult.  Getting an extra seat for a child under two will cost money, but you may be able to get 
a small discount when contacting the airline in question.  On the other hand, you will be able 
to have your own seat, which will be nice.  Most car seats can fit into airline seats.  Speaking 
of which, if you need to bring a car seat or a stroller, it will need to be scanned by airport 
security. 
 
As for strollers, they are a good idea, even for children who can walk.  Most parents of 
toddlers are urged to give them a close look.  Most airlines will require you to handover your 
stroller before boarding a plane.  Once you arrive at your destination, your stroller should be 
waiting for you at the gate.  Using a stroller makes it easy for you to move around the airport 
and quickly.  This is ideal if you must hurry, like if you have short layovers. 
 
Also, be sure to bring some formula, juice, and snacks for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers.  
Although you will find some restrictions, most airport security officers will allow a child’s 
drink to pass through, as long as it is a small quantity only.  As for older children, like 
toddlers and preschoolers, you should be able to buy juice, water, and snacks at an airport 
store past security checkpoints.  Doing so is nice, as they are no security concerns about doing 
so. 
 
It is also important to bring a bag for your child.  This bag should be filled with items that 
interest them.  Depending on the age of your child, great items include books, stickers, 
coloring books and few crayons, small toys, and flash cards.  These items will have to be 
scanned through airport security, so try to leave anything, namely toys, at home that may 
cause complications or delays. 
 
Speaking of airport security, it is important to talk about the screening process and prepare 
your child for it.  For many toddlers and preschoolers, the whole ordeal can seem a little bit 
overwhelming and scary.  Your child will likely have to walk through the metal detectors 
themselves.  If you are traveling with another adult, have one go through first, so that your 
child can walk towards a familiar face.  You may even want to arrive at the airport early.  This 
gives and your child the opportunity to watch others go through the screening process first. 
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As for the flight itself, toddlers and preschoolers may love having a window seat.  If someone 
in your traveling party is assigned a window seat, try to let your toddler or preschool sit there 
instead.  As for the bag full of goodies you brought, refrain from giving everything to your 
child all at once.  This is likely to reduce boredom.  For children who may have their own 
seats, portable DVD players and laptop computers are advised.  They are a great way to keep 
a fussy child occupied.  If using a laptop computer, be sure not to choose a movie that will 
exceed the laptop’s battery life, as this may result in a very unhappy child. 
 
The above mentioned tips are just a few of the many that can help you, as a parent, when 
traveling by air with young children.  For addition tips, just use your best judgment.  As a 
parent, you should know what will help to keep your child interested and happy. 
 
 
Why You Should Research Airlines and How to Do So 
 
Do you need to book a flight soon?  Whether you are looking to take a vacation, visit a sick 
loved one, move, or take a business trip, it is important to remember that you do have a 
number of different options.  No matter where you are flying to or from, you have a number 
of different flight options, often all on the same day. 
 
As previously stated, you have a number of options when looking to travel by airplane.  In 
addition to having different flights departing at different times, you may also have different 
airlines to choose from.  With a number of different airlines to choose from, you may be 
wondering what you should do.  Of course, you will want to choose the shortest flights or 
those that have convenient departure and arrival times for you, but you will also want to 
examine the airline in question.  Before booking a flight, you should do a little bit of research 
first, especially if you have multiple airlines to choose from. 
 
When it comes to researching airlines, many travelers wonder exactly why they should do so.  
It is important to remember that your air travel experiences can have a significant impact on 
the overall success and enjoyment of your trip.  This is particularly important if you have and 
will be traveling with children, as you may need more help and flexibility.  Is the airline in 
question known for catering to and extending extra help to families or those with disabilities?  
They should be if you are looking for a pleasant time in the air. 
 
As nice as it is to know that you should examine airlines and their reputations, you may be 
wondering how you can go about doing so.  The good news is that you have a number of 
different options, starting with those that you know.  Ask any friends or family members for 
advice.  Which airline did they travel on?  Did they have a good experience?  Would they 
recommend the same airline to you?  If you are traveling with children, be sure to ask other 
parents about their experiences. 
 
The internet can also be used to learn more about an airline, their reputation, and how 
travelers are treated.  When using the internet, you have a number of different approaches that 
you can take.  There are many professional magazines and other consumers related companies 
that rate and review businesses, including airline companies.  How did the airline that you 
want to fly on rate?  What are the pros and cons of flying with them? 
 
In keeping with using the internet to research airlines that you can fly with, you will want to 
look for ratings and reviews from people just like you, everyday travelers.  This is relativity 
easy to do online.  Many consumers talk on online message boards about their good and bad 
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experiences with an airline.  There are also many who file complaints with consumer 
reporting agencies and other similar online websites, which will make the information 
available for public viewing.  This information can easily be found with a standard internet 
search.  For example, you can search the phrases “Delta complaints,” “American Airlines, 
complaints,” and so forth. 
 
Since it is relativity easy for you to examine airlines and their reputations, especially when 
using the internet, you will want to do so.  After all, it is important to remember that choosing 
the right airline can have a significantly impact on your trip. 
 
 
Traveling By Plane:  The Importance of Familiarizing Yourself with 
Restrictions 
 
Are you preparing for a trip, namely a trip that requires air travel?  If you are, you may be 
looking to start packing your bags soon.  Of course, this is a great thing to do, but there is a 
step that you may first want to take.  That step involves familiarizing yourself with all airport 
rules and restrictions.    
 
As nice as it is to hear that you should take the time to familiarize yourself with all airport 
rules and restrictions, you may be wondering what is so important about doing so.  In 
actuality, you will find a lot.  Familiarizing yourself with all airport security rules and 
restrictions can have a significant impact on your travels. 
 
One of the most common mistakes made by air travelers is bringing items that are prohibited.  
These items may include a pocket knife, scissors, or other sharp objects.  Although you may 
find a few small exceptions, it is generally best to leave all sharp objects at home or at least 
pack them in your checked luggage.  In fact, do you know what will happen if you are caught 
at airport security with a prohibited item that looks dangerous?  Chances are, you will find 
yourself detained.  You will be asked to give up the item, like your pocket knife, but you may 
also be asked a series of other questions, to ensure that you are not a danger to other travelers.  
 
As previously stated, you may be asked to give up any items that you have in your bags that 
are actually prohibited.  This not only includes sharp objects, but many everyday items as 
well.  For example, the TSA has strict rules on liquids being in carry-on luggage.  As for 
drinks, you are advised not to bring anything with you to the airport.  There are some 
exceptions to this rule, like small bottle of juice or formula for your children.  Everything else 
should be purchased at the airport, past a security checkpoint.  As for health and beauty 
products, only small travel sizes are allowed and they must be kept separate.  If not, you may 
be required to throw away your things, which can result in wasted money. 
 
Another one of the many reasons why you are urged to familiarize yourself with airport 
security rules and restrictions before leaving for your flight is because of the dire 
consequences.  As previously stated, you may be detained and asked questions if you are 
traveling with anything out of the ordinary or you may be required to throw away prohibited 
items.  Another consequence of not knowing and following all airport security rules is missing 
your flight.  In fact, that is why all travelers are encouraged to arrive at the airport well before 
their flight leaves, to account for security problems and other delays.  If you miss your flight 
due to a misunderstanding at a security checkpoint, your airline should help you make other 
arrangements. 
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Now that you know the importance of familiarizing yourself with all airport security rules and 
restrictions, you may be curious as to how you can go about doing so.  The good news is that 
it is relatively easy to do so online.  Your best source of information, perhaps, is the online 
website for the TSA.  Their online websites is located at www.tsa.gov.  There, you will find a 
large amount of information, including a detailed list of prohibited items, other airport rules 
and restrictions, as well as general travel tips for air travelers. 
 
Another great way to familiarize yourself with airport security rules and restrictions is by 
visiting the online website of your departing airport.  Most will follow the same rules set in 
place by the TSA, but you may also find other rules and restriction in place for that specific 
airport, such as with parking.  These rules and restrictions, should they exist, should be clearly 
outlined on an airport’s online website.  All airport websites can easily be found online, with a 
standard internet search. 
 
 
What You Can and Cannot Carry-on a Plane 
 
Are you the process of packing for an upcoming trip that you have scheduled?  If you are, 
does your trip call for air travel?  If it does, you may first want to take the time to familiarize 
yourself with TSA’s rules and restrictions, concerning prohibited items.  There are a number 
of benefits to doing so. 
 
As previously stated, there are a number of benefits to familiarizing yourself with what items 
are allowed aboard an airplane or allowed in carry-on bags before you start packing for your 
trip.  One of those benefits is that you will be able to pass through airport security with ease.  
This, alone, has a number of benefits, such as not missing a flight, no embarrassment, and no 
hassle to deal with. 
 
When it come to familiarizing yourself with the items that are allowed aboard an airplane, 
namely in carry-on bags, you have a number of options.  Most airports will clearly outline 
what is allowed and isn’t allowed; however, you shouldn’t wait until the last minute to 
familiarize yourself with these rules.  Instead, you will want to visit the online website for the 
TSA.  This website can easily be found with a standard internet search.  A few of the rules 
and restrictions that you may find, concerning prohibited items, are outlined below for your 
convenience. 
 
One concern that many individuals have is with sharp objects.  Generally, sharp object that 
can be used as a weapon are prohibited from being carried on a plane.  With that said, you 
will find exceptions to this rule.  For example, cuticle cutters, cigar cutters, kitting needles, 
and crochet needles are allowed.  Scissors are also permitted in carry-on bags, as long as they 
are less than four inches long and have blunt ends. 
 
In keeping with sharp objects, disposable razors are allowed in carry-on bags, but many other 
sharp objects aren’t.  For example, box cutters, loose razor blades, and swords are not allowed 
in carry-on bags.  As for knifes, they are prohibited, unless the knives in question are plastic 
or non-sharp butter knifes. 
 
Generally speaking, no sporting equipment is allowed to be carried on a plane, in carry-on 
bags.  This is because many pieces of sporting equipment can be used as a weapon, especially 
when in the wrong hands.  The TSA prohibits the carrying of baseball bats, ski poles, pole 
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cubes, and hockey sticks.  If you must bring these items with you, they must be checked in an 
appropriate sized case or bag. 
 
As for children’s toys, you will find that most items are allowed.  However, there is some 
concern with certain toys.  The TSA allows the carrying on of transformer robots as well as 
toy weapons.  With said, toy weapons are only allowed in carry-on bags if they do no look too 
realistic.  If you are a parent, it may be best to use your best judgment and leave all toy 
weapons at home, as there are many more things for your child to do on an airplane. 
 
As for walking canes, as well as other medical equipment, like wheel chairs, they are allowed.  
However, there may be some extra rules and restrictions, as well as steps taken.  For example, 
airport security may thoroughly check a walking cane, especially one that has two detachable 
parts.  This is done to ensure that no weapons or dangerous objects are concealed. 
 
As for electronics, you will find that almost all are allowed aboard an airplane in carry-on 
bags.  These items include camcorders, laptop computers, cell phones, pagers, and PDA 
systems.  In fact, airports often recommend keeping these items in carry-on bags, as storing 
them in checked baggage is often risky, in terms of damage. 
 
The above mentioned rules and restrictions, concerning items prohibited aboard an airplane in 
carry-on bags, are just a few of the many rules that apply.  As a reminder, you should take the 
time to familiarize yourself with all airport rules and restrictions before you starting packing 
for your trip. 
 
 
How to Make It through Airport Security with Ease 
 
Are you in the process of preparing for a trip?  If you are, does your trip require that you 
travel by air?  If so, you may be concerned about airport security checkpoints.  Even everyday 
individuals, who mean no harm, experience some nervousness and uncertainty when they 
think of airport security.  The good news, however, is that there are some steps that you can 
take to help get you through airport security with ease.  A few of these tips are highlighted 
below for your convenience. 
 
The best way to pass through airport security with ease and without experiencing any 
complications or delays is by knowing all airport security rules and restrictions.  Although 
you will want to use your best judgment, you will also want to take the time to visits the 
website for the TSA, which is located at www.tsa.gov.  There, you will find all that you need 
to know about airport security rules and restrictions, such as prohibited items, as well as tips 
to help you. 
 
As for making it through airport security with ease, there are many professionals who 
recommend purchasing your airline tickets well in advance of your trip.  Apparently, you are 
less likely to be stopped and fully screened by airport security when doing so.  For many, last 
minute travelers send off signals or red flags.  Even if this is untrue, there is still no harm that 
can come from booking your airline reservations in advance. 
 
Next, it is important to make sure that you are carrying proper identification with you.  Most 
airline workers, especially those at the ticket counter, will ask to see a form of identification.  
For adults, this identification needs to include a picture.  State identification cards or driver’s 
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licenses are ideal.  For domestic travel, children can often get away without showing 
identification. 
 
Before you leave for the airport, go through your luggage one more time.  This is particularly 
a good idea with your carry-on luggage.  Do you see anything that looks out of the ordinary?  
If you do, you may want to leave that item at home or else pack it in a checked bag.  Anything 
that looks suspicious, even though it may not be, may hold you up at airport security, resulting 
in unnecessary delays. 
 
All air travelers, including children, are required to remove their shoes before walking 
through the metal detectors.  For that reason, you will want to remove your shoes ahead of 
time.  You will need to do so anyways, so get started earlier, which can help to keep the 
security line moving along in a timely fashion.  Also, be sure to wear comfortable and easy to 
remove shoes.   
 
In addition to shoes, all air travelers are required to remove certain clothing pieces, such as 
belts, jackets, and possibly even bulky sweatshirts.  For that reason, you will want to come to 
the airport dressed simple, yet comfortably.  You will want to remove these items ahead of 
time and have them ready to place in a security bin. 
 
Also, make sure that when you pack your carry-on luggage that you have all liquids in a 
separate bag.  In fact, the TSA has a 3-1-1 policy that they follow.  This policy states that 
small liquid containers, like those for liquid makeup or contact lens solution, must be three 
ounces in size or smaller.  Each person must put all liquids in a one quart ziplock bag and one 
bag is permitted for each person.   
 
If you are traveling with young children, you will want to take steps to prepare your child for 
the airport security process.  Make sure they are wearing comfortable and easy to remove 
shoes and jackets, as they will still need to be removed.  If your child can walk, they will need 
to go through the airport metal detectors themselves, so be sure to talk about doing so with 
your child.  In fact, you may want to arrive at the airport a few minutes early so that your 
child can see others going through airport security with ease. 
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